Primitive cerebral melanoma: case report and review of the literature.
Central nervous system primary malignant melanoma accounts for approximately 1% of all the cases of melanoma; reports in the literature are relatively rare. A 74-year-old man was hospitalized because of an episode of aphasia. The neuroradiologic examinations demonstrated a round homogeneous lesion extending near the left sylvian fissure. He had no extracranial abnormalities. The patient underwent a neurosurgical procedure and the tumor was macroscopically totally excised. Pathological examination of the surgical specimen revealed a histological appearance similar to that of melanoma. A diagnosis of primary CNS melanoma was made after careful dermatologic and ophthalmologic examination, which ruled out presence of cutaneous or choroidal melanoma. The patient did not receive any further treatment and he is free of disease 2 years after diagnosis. We report a case of primary cerebral melanoma of the left temporal lobe; clinical, neuroradiological, and histological findings are discussed with review of the literature. Primary melanoma of the CNS may present either with localized intra/extra-axial mass lesions or with meningeal spread, which carries a worse prognosis. The prognosis of cerebral primitive melanoma is variable, although it is common opinion that primitive cerebral melanoma has a better prognosis than cutaneous melanoma, with two cases in the literature surviving 9 and 12 years.